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PROUD MOTHER 
OnMarch 16 a sereneJolie 

enjoyed aquietmoment 
withhernew sonat their 

Vietnam hotel."He isa very 
serious,very sweet little 

boy,"she tells PEOPLE. 

nside a room in the Ho Chi 
Minh City Department of Jus­
tice on March 15,officials ner­
vously paced back and fort h in 
anticipation ofan adoption cer­
emony unlike any they'd ever 

known.Then, at 10a.m.,a door swung 
open and Angelina Jolie appeared, 
lookingreserved and carrying her 5­
year -old son Maddox in her arms. 
But alleyes quicklyshifted to the boy 
of the hour: a quiet 3-year-old dressed 
in a white T-shirt, gray pants and 
a pair of red-framed sunglasses. 
Accompanied by a Vietnamese assis­
tant, "he looked shy and dazed ," says 
Vinh Huy,a reporter for the Ho Chi 
Minh City Law newspaper who 
observed the sce ne. In contrast, a 
rambunctious Maddox "ran here and 
there discovering things." After a 
se ries of docum ent signings, the 
department director handed final ­
ized paperwork to a smiling and vis­
ibly re lieved Jolie , who vowed to 
retu rn to Vietnam, saying she want­
ed her new son "to be proud of his 
country; ' recalls Huy."She said it was 
an imp ortan t day in her life." 

With that,Jolie,31,becamea moth­
er for the fourth time- and the Viet­
nam ese orp han with the sweetly shy 
smile and the big brown eyes offi­
ciallybegan his new life in the world's 
most famous multicultura l fami ly. 
Newlynamed PaxThien Jolie- Paxis 
Latin for peace; Thien traditionally 
means sky in Vietnamese-he joins 
big brother Maddox (adopted from 
Cambodia),alongwith sisters Zahara, 
2 (adopted from Ethiopia) and 10­
month-old Shiloh, the daughter born 
to Jolie an d her partner, Brad Pitt, 
43, last May.Already Jolie is talking 
like a pro ud new mother. "You can 
imagine what courage it takes to be in 
all new surro undings,with new peo-
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•
 
fter suspending most foreign 
adoptions in 200 3 amid alle­
gat ions that babies were 

being bought from destitute fami ­
lies,Vietnam resumed adoptions to 

the U.S., with strict new procedures 

in place, two years ago. l ast year 
163 Vietnamese children were 
adopted in the U.S., making the 
country the 14 th most popular 
source of overseas adoptions. (Chi­

na is No.1 , with more than 6 ,000 

U.S. adoptions.) "T here are more 

[foreign] requests for adoptions 
than there are eligible children ," 
saysVu Duc long, head of Viet­
nam's International Adop t ion 
Department. Many children living in 

pie and a new language," she tells PEOPLE. 
"He is very strong." 

And Jolie is committed to making 
his transition as smooth as possible. "It 
will take him a while to realize he has 
a family," she says, "and that his new 
life is permanent and that it won't keep 
changing." To that end, Jolie told the 
Law that for the time being she has 
no plans to resume work. "I will stay at 
home to help Pax adjust to his new 
life," said the actress and activist, who 
was set to return to the U.S. after 
obtaining Pax 's passport and visa in 
the Vietnamese capital of Hanoi. "I 
have four children now, and caring for 
them is the most important thing for 
me at the moment. I am very happy 
to be their mother." 

As for Dad, because Vietnamese reg­
ulations don't allow unmarried couples 
to co-adopt, Jolie adopted Pax as a sin­
gle parent while Pitt remained in L.A., 
where he is filming The Curious Case 
ofBenjamin Button. "He has specific 
days on the movie that couldn't be 
changed or production would run over," 
says his rep .But Jolie still made sure to 
bring a welcoming committee: Joined 
by Maddox and Zahara- Shiloh has 
been on the Button set every day with 

orphanages are placed there by par­
ents who cannot care for them but 
maintain contact, while others have 
physical or mental disabilities that 
make them hard to place-in fact , 

only about 30 percent of the chil­
dren at Pax'sorphanage find new 
homes. like all prospective parents 
of Vietnamese kids. Jolie completed 
a thorough home study. "She 
jumped through the hoops all the 

adoptive parents jump through." 

says Heidi Gonzalez of Adoptions 
from the Heart agency (www.adop 
tionsfromtheheart.org). She also 
will be required to send photos and 
reports of Pax'sprogress back to 
Vietnam for at least three years. 

her father-the new mom used her first 
few days with Pax to begin gently bond­
ing with him and to allow her other kids 
to do the same. "We are slowly begin­
ning to build his trust and bond," Jolie 
says,"but it will feelcomplete onlywhen 
we are all together." 

One immediate challenge: the lan­
guage barrier. Pax, who until now has 
only known life inside the simply 
appointed Tam Binh Orphan Center on 



the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City, 
speaks only Vietnamese, while Joli e has 
learned a few phrases in his native 
tongue. Dr. Jane Aronson,a Manhattan 
pediatrician ancl international adop­
tion expert who became a friencl of 
Jolie's following Zahara's adoption, 
notes that Pax's years in an orphanage 
may initially slow his language abili­
ties and that learning English will like­
ly take several months. 

A soccer-loving boy who has a ten­
dency to erupt in laughter one moment 
and then suddenly turn shy-as he did in 
his first one-on-one meeting with Jolie 
at the orphanage on March 14-Pax had 
not been told he was to be adopted until 
that day, for fear that "we might put pres­
sure on him ancl make him more fright­
ened," says Bui Thi Thanh Tuyen, his 
primary caretaker at the orphanage. 
When an overwhelmed Pax began to cry 
after meeting J olie, she quickly showed 
her maternal instincts: "She told me she 
understands-that it's normal for all 
young children to be scared," says the 
orphanage director, Nguyen Van Trung. 
Later, after Jolie had taken Pax aside to 
comfort him, "he was very cheerful and 
happy," says Trung, "He even played 
with his new brother Maddox." 

A new brother, new sisters, celebrity 
parents and aglobe-trotting lifestyle-it's 
hard to imagine how the world could 
change more dramatically for Pax, who 
was one of326 children at the orphan­
age. Abandoned as a newborn by his 
birth mother at a local hospital, Pax­
then called Pham Quang Sang-spent 
his days in the facility's structured envi­
ronment: Toddlers rise at 6 a.m. when 
they brush their teeth and wash up 
before eating a typical breakfast of bread 
or rice porridge. Then caretakers bring 
the children outside to playbefore engag­
ing in group activities like singing and 
drawing. At 8:30 p.m. the lights go out 
and the children are tucked into their 
rows of small, plain beds. Gesturing to 
Pax's now-empty bed near the corner of 
the children's bedroom, Tuyen says, "he 
was here, and now he's gone. Everyone 
is sad since he left. We have mixed feel­
ings-happy, proud ofhim, missing him." 

Suddenly out of the orphanage, "the 
big issues will be intimacy and teaching 
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Pax about family life," says Aronson, 
herself the mother of an 8-year-old son 
adopted from Vietnam. "He's in the 
mind-set of, 'I'm in the pack, and I can't 
always get what I want.' Now he'll learn 
that his wishes will be respected." 

Contrary to some reports, Pax's adop­
tion was not fast -tracked, nor did Jolie, 
who requested a healthy boy-many of 
the children at Tam Binh are HIV posi­
tive-donate money to the orphanage 
in order to curry favor. "Things just fell 

into place," says Heidi Gonzalez, the 
Vietnam adoption program coordina­
tor for Adoptions from the Heart, the 
Pennsylvania-based agency that 
arranged Pax's placement. "Angelina 
contacted me [inlate fall] as I was look­
ing for a home for Pax." 

After being given information about 
the boy,Jolie followed up with a Novem­
ber trip to Vietnam, a country, along 
with all of Southeast Asia, where Jolie 
has said she feels "at home." Pitt and 
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Jolie visited the Tam Binh orphanage, 
"but she didn't meet with [Pax] individ­
ually," saysGonzalez. "Shedidn't want to 
single him out. So instead she met with 
all of the toddlers and brought them 
gifts ." But even from a distance, Jolie 
clearly clicked with the "friendly and 
very shy" little boy, says Gonzalez: "It 
was like it was meant to be." 

Clearly his new family agrees. While 
Pax adapts to life in the Jolie- Pitt house­
hold, the group will likelyforge new ways 

to understand each other. "It's eye con­
tact, it's touch, it's looking, it's being 
attentive," says Aronson. "The advan­
tage is that Angie has a son who will be 
the big brother and will be there to help 
Pax not be afraid. Maddox will be the 
great teacherhere. He'll be the great love 
object for Pax." No doubt there will be 

plenty of love to go around. Pax's new 
parents, adds Aronson, "are both bright 
people who love children and want to 
do the best by their kids ... It 'sjusta fan­
tastic win-win situation." 

With Kay Johnson and Do Minh Thuy in Ho 

Chi Minh City 

Get even more news and photos on Angelina's growing family at 
PEOPLE.COM/PEOPLE/ANGELINA..JOLIE 
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