Important and Beneficial

The simple act
of failing to fill

out post-adoption

reports has a

resonating effect

on adoptions

worldwide
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uring the past 15 vears, the
adoption world has seen many
changes. Open adoption has
hecamte common practice as
agencies and professionals rec-
agnize the positive impact open adoption has
on al members of the adoption triad - the
adoptive parents, birth parents and children.

Atits most basic leved, the open adoption
agreement involves the exchange of fetters and
photos through the adoptive agency.
International adoption continucs to rise in
popularity and to change. Countries are now
asking agencies to provide post-placement
reports, and asking families to supply annual
updates, including photos, about the childs
health, development, adjustment and daily

routine,

Adopiive families must be more open and
willing Lo comiply swith this important new
request for information after placement.
International adoptive familics sign agree-
ments with countries stating that they will
send reports on their child, and domestic fam-
ilies sign agreements with birth parents agree-
ing to exchinge information at least onee a
vear. [Uis vital {or adoptive parents 1o willingly
comply with these agreements.

Internationally, conntries like Ukraine have
slowed down adoptions and are considering
shutting down adoptions to the United States
due to noncompliance with these post-place-
ment reports. Vietnam has said that alter a
year they will re-evaluate agencies to make
sure that they are complying with their regula-
tions, including whether families are following
through sith post-placement reports.
International adoptive familics who do not
comply with these agreements may jeopardize
another family’s ability to adopt international-
Iv.
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“Countries are very strict about getting these
reports,” said {rina Kuznetsov, who coordinates
Kazakhstan adoptions for Adoptions From The
Heart, a regional adoption agency based in
suburban Philadelphia. " The Kazakhstan gov-
ernment continually warns us about the very
real threat of @ moratorium on foreign adop-
tions il they don’t hear ivom families.”

Families adopting domestically who de not
follow through with their agreements to pro-
vide information to their birth family may not
jeopardize domestic adoption for others, but
they are hurting the woman who helped them
create a family. Social workers spend a great
deal of time counseling upset birth parents
whase adoptive families either refuse or are
chronically fate sending phatos and updates
they agreed to provide. It is heartbreaking to
listen Lo the pleas of birth parents who call
continuously. waiting Lo hear something, only
to be told that the family moved and left no
forwarding address, ov to have to tell them that
the agency has been trying to get information
for the past month but the family will not
comply.

Adoptive families who are not complying need
to change their thinking about these reports.
Fnstead of secing them as achore to be dread-
ed, famities should approach the reports ina
muore positive dight, They troly hetp the coun-
try or the birth parent reattivm that they made
the corvect decision to place these children
with the adoptive tomily. They also show the
adopted children that their country of birth or
birth parents are inferested inhow they are
doing, that they were not “abandoned” by
them, but rather were carefully thought about
and a consvious devision was made to give
them mare opportunities thin they could pro-

vide.

T help make a habit of conpiling these



reports, turn them into a family project. Mark
them on the calendar and get the children
involved. Parents can write the reports with or
without help fram their chiid and children can
help pick phatos to send with them. As chil-
dren getolder, fet them help write the reparts.
This also gives familics the opportunity to

open a dialogue apoul adoption.

“We created a computer template that we
update each vear on the children’s Gotcha
Days” — the dates they were adopted,” said
Melia Hotfman, who with husband fed
McFadden adopted son Rory Serget, 6, and
daughter Madison, 4, from Kazakhslan in
2003, in addition to medical and general
updates, the family includes the latest news on
the children's daily routines such as napping
schedules, favarite activities and foods,
schoots and church they attend, and about 10

different photos.

The updates provide other benefits. “The baby
home in Kazakhstan posts the photos, which
also helps other adoptive coupics see the car-

ing and concern that continues even alter the

children leave) Hotfman said. “It's also one actually do them. “We know familics are busy,

way we keep a connection to our children’s but they must understand that their procrasti-
birth country. We tell thein the story of how nation can actually prevent [utare families
we weat to Kazakhstan to get them!” from being as happy as they are now,’
Kuznetsov said.

Ultimately, the reports enable adoptive parents
to express appreciation for the childven being  Other people are counting on you — please
Families adopting domestically who do not follow
through with their agreements to provide informa-
tion to their birth family may not be jeopardizing
domestic adoption for others, but they are hurting

the woman who helped them create a family.

placed with them and thriving under their don't let then down.

care, “‘Adoption is a fabor of love —— and so is

continging the process. IUs a small price to pay — Torry Petrone, is the Fasiern Europe progran
with all the jov and love you get from vour coordinuter jor Adoptions From The Heart.
children)” McFadden said. Fountded in 1983, Adoptions From The Heart is
a licensed, ponprofit agency offering domestic
However your tamily choases to complete and international adeptions with 1T effices in

these updates, the most important thingis o seven states.
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