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SECOND ADOPTION PLANNED

Two siblings from Ukraine reunited for month

By Peggy Conrad
Tralfi weniey _
hervle Roberts of Wilkins

Teramship can’t believe what she
and her husband, Ted, arc about
fo dao,

After all the haszsle, time and
expensa it took to adopt their daughter,
Diana, from an orphanage in the
Ukraine three years ago, they are
about to go through it all again and
adopt a brother they oever really
expectied to find.

Diana, 12, and Yuri, who will be 13
next month, were reunited on July 10
after many years apart, thanks to the
HRoberts

“When he first gol off thal plane,
he was holding her hand ke he was
worried she was going to go away,”
savs Chervle, “He was just 20 bappy Lo
see her”

The whole family was overcome.

“We cried, she cried 1 eried; I
couldn't even take the pictures. He
looked fike a fittle orphan,” she savs.

The pair did oot stop bugging for
about three days. They then began act-
ing like typical siblings, but weeks
later they were still enjoying each
other’s company immensely,

“We play and we swim together, and
I'm excited be's here,” says Diana,
{ pronounced De-on-sh).

Although she does pot remember
any Ukrainian, the language harrier
has not posed much of a problem. Yuri
knows a little English and the family
often refers to a Ukrainian dictionary
or hand motions,

“We do a lot of charades some-
bmes " says Cheryle,

Dhana also has been giving her
hrother English lessons, using her dry
erase board. Her eaper student is pick-
ng up the language quickly.

His first English words, spoken
shortly after arriving, were, “Stop it,
DMana!™ as he mimicked the Roberts
in an effort o get his rambunctious sis-
ter bo stop tickling him.

“Everything's great. He's a really
good kad.” says Cheryle

Unfortunately, Yuri has to return to
his orphanage in the Ukraine on Aug.
20, The family is hoping to go there in
Jamary to bring hin home for good.

“It just breaks my heart o have
him go back,” says Cheryl a few weeks
before his departure. “I'm dreading it
already.™

She did not expect to become
attached to Yuri so quickly,

“How can vou @i in love with a

THE AIRPORT reunion was full of smiles and tears for the sib-
lings, who had not seen each other in many years.

DIANA AND Yuri relax in the Ukrainian room at the Cathedral
af Learning in the University of Pitisburgh.

child when he walks off an airplane?”

To the best of her knowledge, the
giblings were orphaned when Diana
was aboot 1 1/2 and Yuri was 3 oF 4
They were in the same crphanage lor
four or five years, then he was trans-
ferred to a different institution

When the Hoberts were in Kiev in
their attempt to adopt S-yvear-old
IMana, they were told she had no sib-
Iings. At her orphanage, howewer, they
legrmed of her brother, who was in
Holland for medical reasons

Upon returning home, Cheryle
began the long search to find Diana's
brodher, She finally ohtgined the name
of the Ukrainian orphanage where he
Irved and wrote a letber to him, wsing
an online dictionary to franslate it info
Ruissian

She mailed it more than a vear
and a half age but did not hear anyv-
Lhing back until last September;, when
the family received a letter from Yurd
that came through Life 2 Orphans, 3
vohmbeer group in Cregon, by way of
Teogne,

“It somehomy ended up hera.”

Cheryle had e-mailed the group
asking for help in finding information
about Yuri, The group connected her
with & wolunteer in the Ukraine who
vials orphanages there, and she bagan
corresponding with him,

Unlike Diana, who rarely, if ever,
left the orphanage Yori has spent
recenl summers with a family in
Holland. Cheryle asked if he could
vizil his sisler, now in the States

The answer was “Yes,” but he had to
travel with a companion and they
needed money for Visas and frans-
portaton, The airfare alane for Yuri
and his school director was 53 (00,

The director, who came along
for a weak to make sure Yori would be
in & safe environment, stayed with
Faul. Arent, & close friend of the
Hoberts who lives mext door to their
Eastmont home.

Inexplicably, Yuri had never been
registered to be adopted. The director
regislered him in December after the
Roberts’ ingquiry, but Ukrainian law
dictates he must remain eligible for
one year before he can be adopted.

“He's hean asked 100 different ways
i he wants to be adopted) and he has
said “Yes,” relates Cheryle, “He wanis
to come live in the T7.5."

He is already calling his (hopefully)
future parentz “mom” and “dad.” or
"tato.” In respomse to every question
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DIAMNA AND Yuri enjoy a game of “"Go Fish” with {!herrie
Roberts, who hopes to adopt Yuri.

YURI AND Diana spend many summer days playing and stay-
ing cool in the family’s backyard pool.

Yuri says he wants to come live in United States

"
.| Confinved from Puge B-1
from a siranger as to how he likes liv-
ing in America with hiz (hopefully)
future family, his responss i, “Good!”
For Diiana, there is one simpls rea-
som why she wants her parents to
adopt Yuri.
“Because he's my brother and he
zhould be with me.”

Cheryle has started on "the
paper chase™ agein, which includes a
home study and interview by a social
worker, criminal background checks
fingerprinting and peuunnmg the U.5.
govermment for permission to adopt 2
foreign-born child.

They will again hire a professional
to make sure it's all done legally and
correctly.

“They pguide wvou through, They
oy all the ins and ouls™

The FRoberts, who are unable to
have children, inilially tried to adopt &
child in the 1.5, more than 10 years
ago but were told it can take 10 years
to adopt a 2- or 3vear-obd. They also

were tobd Ehey were almost loo old, L

with Cheryle approsching her mid-3s
and Ted in his early-40s.

A friend had adopted a child
from China, so the Roberts called the
same agency, Adoplions from the
Heart in Greensturg. They chose the
Ukraine because they would enly have
to make one trip there, unlike most
ather countres

The couple paid “a small forfune”
fior all the paperwork. Then, they wait-
ed for an invitation (o go to the orphan-
age and “look at the books™ filled with
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Adopting foreign-born child

The first step to adopting a for-
eign-born child iz contacting a
bHcensed agency that specializes in
international adoption, Many agen-
cies can be found on the Internet and
in the plone book,

The cost of foreign adoption is
approximately $20,000 and up,
depending on feez and travel
required by different countries,
according (o Debbie Cohen of
Adoptions [rom the Heart.

Adeptive [amilies are eligible to
receive a 310,830 federal tax credit,
as well az henefits from employers,
she says. There also are two hanks
in the area that are “very adoptive-
friendly” and olfer home equity and
personzl loans and lines of credit (o
adoptive families.

tioms from the Heart special-
ize5 in [oreign adoptions [rom

Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan,
China, Vietnam and Guatemala. It
takes an average of one year fo
adopt, from initiating the process to
bringing home a child.

The agency, which also deals in
domestic adoptions, provides free
information on the requirements of
each couniry. International adoption
is more flexible conc=rning the ages
of prospeciive parents and may be
more predictable than domestic
adoption, says Cohen,

Adoptions from the Heart holds
free informational group meetings
as well as individual meetings, on
international adoption. The next
group meeting 15 Sunday, Sept. 10, at
7 pm. in its Greensburg office,
which serves the Pittshurgh area
Faor more information, call 724-853-
BEA

photos of the children.

“Nou don’t have any idea; you go
over thers blind.®

They spent six weeks in the Ukraine
and five davs in Warsaw o visil the
1.5, Embassy. The Roberts did not
know if they would find the right child
when they began the journey,

Mz a ﬂ:.rmg leap of fith; you just
hope and pray.

They dem:-LpIanuu adopting &2 &
vear-pld, but they knew Diana was the
one when they saw her pichore, Ted

cried when they [irst met the shy, Httle
girl who had waited so long for some-
one o love her

When they brought her hame, there
was 4 long period of adjustment Lo
[amily and modern life. THana had
never ridden in a car, seen a
microwave or washer and dryver or
walched much TV,

“She would microwave bananas and
tomate juice ... she was so fascinated
bw it." says Cheryle

It took a while for Diana to under-

stand family dynamaes and the con-
cepl of parental authority. Al first, she
“was on sensory overload” and “over-
whelmed by it all.”

It tonk her gnly about three months
tiv learn izh, thanks in large part
to her ESL teacher, who has been
working with her for three years. She
made the honor rell in fourth grade
and is enger to enter fifth grade

“She is just a joy 1o be around,”
says Arent, who became fast friends
with his voung neighbor

“She = funmy, curious, always pleas-
ant and ready to da anything from ath-
letics to crafts"

Yuri loves sports and bkes to wear
his new Pirates hal amnd T-shirt,
although he doesn’t know much about
baseball. But like most of his genera-
ricn, he is naturally fechno-savvy,

He immediately igured out how to
use Cheryle's digital camera and is
now the photographer in the family. He
even installed the wireless keyboard
and moeuse oo ber compuler that
nobody else could figure oul.

“1 don't know whal be did or how
he did it,” says Cheryle “He knows all
sbout the computer in amy language.”

The Roberts expect the adoplion

to be easier and the transition
to be smoother this time around.

"I swore I'd never go back, I'd
never do this again, Bub there is no
way that I can leave this child over
there knowing that be haz no future,”
says Cheryvie

“We lived 15 years with no children.
Ma I can have the best of both worlds
.- It can’t get much more perfect.”



