TRIBUNE

NORTHWEST PHILADELPHIA METRC! EDITION

Mav 10,

Volume 18, No. 19

I'hursday.

2007 Price

By Leziie B. McCoy

‘Erica Saunders was 23, pregnant and concemed
about the future of her unbom child.

“When I found out 1 was pregnant, | knew that
abortion was not something [ was interested in for
myself,” Saunders said. *T fought to be the best mom
that I could be. I would not have finished college.”

Smﬂm‘s asked herself what if this was her only

to have a child. She questioned if she
could live with herself. Could she wike up and know
she had done the right thing?

The young expectant mother made a decision that

some would consider controversial, But to this day,
Saunders knows it was the right decision for her baby.
“l started looking at options for adoption,”
Saunders said. “1 didn't know how to do this, but in
my mind I didn't want any intermediate foster care."”
After searching the telephone directory, Saunders
found a solution. "It was called the Adoption Agency
at the time,” she said. “1 called them, and ended up

Young mother offers child

speaking with a wonderful social worker, They invit-

ed me to come and just talk. | was really impressed by
them asking what was best for me. 1 don't remember
them saying let’s talk about adoption. That's when I
found out that they were an open agency and what
that meant."

Open adoption agencies allow women to personal-
ly choose the family for their child, and stay in con-
tact with them through letiers, pictures or directly,

Saunders felt comfortable that the agency was con-
cemed about her feelings, “They wanted to know,
‘What's going on with you, and why you are consid-
ering adoption?""" she said. “They asked me what
would have to change in my life for me to keep the
child. So it really was about where I was. They want-
ed to know had T explored more options, and was
adoption the best thing for me. They also had a birth
mother support group at that time, which was an

amazing selection of young women. It was just won- |

derful to be able to be with women who knew what
you were going through. 1 went to a few of those

See Adoption - Page 2A
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Erlka Saunders and har son Merrik Saunders, 11, at thelr home In Germantown. _suomsonr
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